Stormwater Tips

1. Stormwater runoff is rain water or snow melt that does not soak into the ground, but flows directly into a storm drain and then a waterway. Do your part to keep pollution out of stormwater, and out of our waterways.

2. The 1972 Clean Water Act aims to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of our nation’s waters.  Managing stormwater in our municipality is one way to protect our local waters from pollution. 

3. A watershed is an area where all the water, whether stream flow or ground water, flows to a common waterway.  Think of it as an interconnected system composed of land, water, people, plants, and animals.

4. Watersheds vary in size. The watershed of a creek or stream could be very small, whereas the watershed of a river or lake could be very large. 

5. Sources of pollution in your watershed could be in your neighborhood or many miles away.

6. Get involved.  Attend local public meetings to find out more about how you can prevent stormwater pollution.

7. Get involved. Become acquainted with your local contacts in charge of stormwater management and control. 

8. Get involved. Help educate your friends on ways to prevent stormwater pollution. 

9. Get involved.  Talk to your local elected representative about how you can help preserve and protect local waters. 

10. Get involved.  Know where the storm drains in your neighborhood are located.

11. Get involved.  Teach our youth about ways to protect our local streams and rivers.  

12. Help keep our waterways and landscapes clean by not littering.  Dispose of trash properly.

13. Keep your car maintained. Leaking automobiles pollute waterways. 

14. Clean oil or antifreeze spills from your car by sprinkling with sawdust, cornmeal or cat litter.  Once the spill is absorbed, sweep it up and dispose with your regular trash.

15. Don’t spill gasoline while refueling your car.  When the pump shuts off, stop refueling.  This will help to protect our stream and rivers. 

16. Wash your car at a carwash to prevent dirty wash water from entering our streams and rivers. 

17. Oil and water don’t mix.  Take your used motor oil to a recycling location to protect your local waters.

18. Properly dispose of antifreeze and other chemicals. Never dump them on the street or in a storm drain. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

19. Dispose of your used car batteries properly. Most recycling centers will accept used car batteries. 

20. Dispose of paint properly.  Promptly clean up spills and don’t pour that paint in a storm drain.  Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

21. Storm drains are not dumping sites. Anything that is poured into a storm drain flows directly into a stream or river untreated. 

22. Illegal dumpers could be polluting your drinking water. If you see someone dumping something down the storm drain, contact your local stormwater office immediately.  Do your part to prevent stormwater pollution.

23. Don’t be a poop. Use your scoop when walking your pet to prevent pollution.

24. Animal wastes: Flush them or bag them. If properly disposed, these wastes won’t get washed into our waters.

25. When walking your pet, remember ditches and culverts are not the place for them to do their business. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

26. Sweep debris. Don’t hose it away.  Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

27. Shovel snow from driveways and walkways rather than spreading salt to reduce stormwater damage to local waters.

28. Periodically clean out your downspouts to remove debris and leaves.  This will not only help to prevent them from clogging up, it will help to protect our storm drainage system and ultimately the stream. 

29. Consider using rain barrels to collect rain water from your roof.  All natural rain water is better for your garden, and saves you money.

30. Use your rake to preserve the lake… and other waters. Rake your leaves and dispose of properly.  Leaves should not be blown into the street where they can be washed into the storm drain system.

31. How does your garden grow? Plant native grasses and flowers which need less water and fertilizer.   

32. Grassy slopes keep dirt in place and out of waterways. Plant and maintain vegetation to absorb stormwater.

33. Seed and mulch bare soil as quickly as possible.  Loose dirt will erode and eventually flow into local waterways. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

34. Grasscycling, using a mulching blade on your mower, will allow valuable lawn nutrients to return to the soil.  Grass clippings left on the street or on the streambank contribute to water pollution.  

35. A “mulching mower” that chops up your grass clippings eliminates the need for bagging and allows valuable lawn nutrients to return to the soil.  Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

36. Is your lawn to die for? Know what is in your fertilizers before you treat your lawn. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

37. Don’t over-water your lawn. Excess water becomes stormwater runoff. Know the facts. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

38. Just a reminder… What you dump, could be what you drink!  Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

39. Don’t dump wastes in natural waterways; they could eventually turn up in your drinking water. Know the facts. Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution.

40. Ask your contractor about pervious pavements when building. These materials allow water to be absorbed directly into the ground rather than flowing into storm drains. 

41. Construction sites of one acre or more are required to have a stormwater management plan before construction can begin. A permit from the WVDEP is also required. Make sure your contractor knows the rules.

42. Keep waters clean. Fish find food and lay eggs on gravel beds. It is difficult for fish to survive when sediment covers these areas.

43. A typical city block can generate five times more runoff than a woodland area of the same size. Be conscious of what goes on the ground. It eventually ends up in our streams. 

44. One quart of oil in a storm drain can contaminate up to two million gallons of water.  Check with your municipality or stormwater manager to find an oil recycling center near you.  

45. Is your septic system up to snuff?  Have your septic system inspected every three years and pumped if necessary. Failing systems can contaminate local waterbodies.  
46. Discarded cigarettes contain hazardous chemicals that are harmful to our waterways.  Throw your butts in the proper trash receptacle.  Protect your local waters from stormwater pollution. 
