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What Causes Bacteria in Our Waters?

Most would agree that bacteria in our waters are caused by failing or improperly maintained septic systems, but pet and livestock waste are another source of bacteria. Bacteria is harmful to our waters because it uses oxygen as it is decomposes. Low oxygen levels in the water make it difficult for fish and other aquatic life to live.



One way you can help keep bacteria out of our waters is by not allowing your pet’s waste to be washed into a storm drain.  Properly dispose of it by burying or flushing it down the toilet.  If you have a septic tank, have it inspected and pumped regularly.

Yard and Lawn Care Tip: Use Your Broom
It is so much easier to just hose off our sidewalks and driveway than sweep it up with a broom.  The only problem is that we are just moving the dirt and pollutants from our sidewalks and driveway to our streams and lakes.  

[image: image4.wmf]Pollutants such as oil, antifreeze, grass, leaves and pet waste get washed from our sidewalks and driveway directly to the storm drain. These pollutants cause cause water quality problems in our waters and affect aquatic life. Next time you want to clean off your sidewalks or driveway, take the extra step and use your broom. If we all work together we can keep our waters clean.   
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Since the passage of the Clean Water Act, America has done much to clean up its streams, lakes and rivers.  However, because of polluted stormwater runoff from city streets, construction sites, and farms, some of our waters are still not fishable or swimmable.

There are many things you as an individual or community group can do to help.  For one, learn the facts about stormwater pollution.  We all live in a watershed.  We need to be aware of what affects the waters around us.  Report any threats to our Stormwater Department right away.  Become a volunteer.  Join a watershed group in your community and get involved with protecting our waters. 
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce pollution from entering our  waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











