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Shovel Instead of Spreading Salt

[image: image3.wmf]Melting snow, like a rainstorm, can contribute to runoff pollution.  The situation is made worse when salt is used to melt the snow.  Not only does it increase the rate of runoff to the storm drains, but it also is a contaminant that harms vegetation and our waters.  Salt in high concentrations can damage or kill vegetation. It also poses a danger to fresh water wildlife.

If you need your sidewalks and driveway cleared, the best thing to do is shovel the snow into your yard where the water can seep into the ground at a normal rate.  If you clear your sidewalks and driveway of snow before it turns to ice, you can often avoid the use of salt and help keep our rivers and streams clean.

Cigarette Butts: They Don’t Belong in the Storm Drain

[image: image4.wmf]Cigarette butts are not only bad for your heath; they are also harmful to the environment. Discarded cigarette butts get carried by the wind, rain, and other elements into storm drains. These butts contain many hazardous chemicals, including cadmium, arsenic, lead, and tar. Once these 
chemicals enter our stormwater systems, they then travel to the nearest stream and pollute our waterways. 

So, remember, the next time you flick your cigarette on the ground, you won’t just be putting it on the ground — you could be putting it in your drinking water. 


[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Pet Waste: Pick Up So You Don’t Drink Up.


Did you know that pet and livestock waste contribute to bacteria in our waters? One way you can help keep bacteria out of our waters is to properly dispose pet waste by flushing it down the toilet or bagging it up and putting it in your garbage.  By not picking up after your pet, you allow your pet’s waste to be washed into a storm drain.  

A storm drain carries stormwater to the nearest stream. Some municipalities provide drinking water to their residents by using water from a surface water impoundment. Streams flow into these impoundments, providing the water supply.

So the next time you are tempted to not clean up after your pet, think: Do you really want to drink what they just left behind?     
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce pollution from entering our  waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











