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Stormwater Lawn Care Tips:  Downspouts

[image: image3.wmf]Downspouts should not be directed to paved surfaces. The rain water that flows from your downspouts on the street picks up pollutants such as oil, sediments, grass, pet waste and other debris.  These contaminants are then washed into the storm drain system which flows directly to the nearest stream.

        
  A more practical way to use water from your downspouts is through the use of a rain barrel.  During the summer months water from your rain barrel can be used to water your lawn, garden and flowers.  A rain barrel catches water off your roof from your downspouts and stores it for later use.  Rain barrels are now made to be mosquito proof.  Rain water is naturally soft, does not contain the chemicals found in municipal water, and saves you money by not using municipal tap water in your garden.  So give your thirsty plants a drink this summer – with all natural rain water that falls free from the sky.

How You Can Help:  Storm Drain Stenciling

You would never think of pouring antifreeze, motor oil, fertilizer, or paint into a stream or lake.  Yet that is exactly what you are doing when you pour or let these pollutants get into the storm drain.  Water that runs down the storm drain does not go through a sanitary sewer system, but flows directly into the nearest stream or lake without any treatment.

[image: image4.wmf]Storm drain stenciling is a good way to prevent this type of pollution.  Stenciling Dump No Waste and Drains to Stream 
(or Lake) near storm drains lets others know where the water goes.  With proper permission, this is a great activity for any community group, including neighborhood associations and scout groups.


[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Proper Maintenance of Septic Systems

Leaking and poorly maintained septic systems release nutrients and pathogens (bacteria and viruses) that can be picked up by stormwater and discharged into nearby waterbodies.  Bacteria is harmful to our waters because it uses oxygen as it decomposes. Low oxygen levels in the water make it difficult for fish and other aquatic life to live.

It is important to have your system inspected every three years and pumped if necessary. Also make sure that downspouts are directed away from the septic tank area to help avoid excess saturation of the soil.  
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce the amount of pollution entering our waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











