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How Do Urbanized Areas Affect Our Water?

[image: image3.wmf]Under natural conditions rain and melting snow is absorbed into the ground, stored by wetlands, and spread out by floodplains. In urban and suburban areas this is prevented by impervious surfaces like roads, roof tops, and parking lots. 

Stormwater runoff is greatly increased in urban areas and carries pollutants such as oil, dirt, chemicals, and lawn fertilizer directly to our streams. A typical city block can generate five times more runoff than a woodland area of the same size.  Runoff from streets, roof tops, and parking lots carries water with higher temperatures, which is harmful to the health and reproduction of aquatic life.
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There are many simple lawn care techniques that individual homeowners can practice to be good stormwater managers. One such technique is not leaving the soil bare. Plant and maintain grass or other vegetation to slow down stormwater runoff and allow rain to soak into the ground. Try to expose as little soil as possible and replace vegetation promptly when doing construction around your own home. 
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Stormwater Lawn Care Tips: Leaves

The changing of the leaves makes fall such a pretty time of the year. But we all know what comes next — the raking of the leaves. If leaves are blown or pilied up in the street they will get washed into storm drains, which take them directly to the stream.  In large enough quantities, they will clog up storm drains and cause localized flooding in the streets.  Excess leaves in the stream can form large clumps, with the help of other debris. These can act as dams and cause stream banks to erode and small streams to overflow their banks.


Why not try composting your leaves?  You can use your lawnmower to shred them if you don’t have a shredder.  Compost can be used to amend the soil and add nutrients.  The soil can then absorb more rain and reduce stormwater runoff. 
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help prevent pollution from entering our  waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











