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[image: image3.wmf]Stormwater Lawn Care Tips: Grass Clippings 
The sound of lawnmowers and the pleasing aroma of freshly cut grass announce the beginning of summer. However, what you do with those grass clippings could be a source of water pollution. 

Grass clippings in large quantities are a source of water pollution when they end up in the local waterbody.

Rather than allowing your grass clippings to be blown onto the street, or the creekbank – GrassCycle! If you let your grass clippings decompose on your lawn, the nitrogen added to the soil will provide free fertilizer for your lawn.

Stormwater Auto Care Tips: Recycling

[image: image4.wmf]Our cars contain many sources of possible contaminants that must be  disposed of properly.  These contaminants include oil and antifreeze.  Oil can be reprocessed and used again and again. Recycling used motor oil is an excellent way to dispose of your oil. One quart of oil poured down the storm drain can contaminate up to two million gallons of water.  In order to recycle your oil, don’t pour anything else in with it.  Contaminated oil cannot be recycled.

Recycling antifreeze is a little more difficult.  Only a few recycling sites are available.  Check with your local gas station or auto repair shop to see if they will accept it or go online to find a recycling site near you at http://www.earth911.org/master.asp.
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A watershed in an area where all the water, whether stream flow or ground water, flows to a common waterway.  A watershed can be as small as the roof of your house where water drains into the gutter and downspout and from there to the yard.  The water then flows to a storm drain system or a stream and eventually to a river.  We all live in a watershed, although it may not be the same watershed. Think of it as an interconnected system made up of land, water, people, plants, and animals.

Watersheds vary in size. The watershed of a creek or stream could be very small, whereas the watershed of a river or lake could be very large. So the sources of pollution in your watershed could be in your neighborhood or many miles away. Know the facts about watersheds and how our lives are vitally connected to them.
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce amount of pollution entering our waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











