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Stormwater Lawn Care Tips: Fertilizing
[image: image3.wmf]Many of us use fertilizer on our yards to keep them looking healthy and green.  But fertilizers contain the nutrients phosphorus and nitrogen.  Nitrogen and phosphorus are essential nutrients for plants, but in excess can cause problems in the water.  When you over fertilize, an excess amount of nutrients are carried into our streams and lakes when it rains. These excessive amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus cause algal blooms.  Prolific algae growth prevents sunlight from penetrating the water column and it removes oxygen from the water.  All aquatic life needs oxygen to survive. 

Have your soil tested and apply only the amount of fertilizer you need. Save your money and our water. 
Are Our Rivers and Streams Being Polluted?

[image: image4.wmf]When you think of water pollution you may think of the source being a factory, mine, or sewage treatment plant. Are you surprised to learn that the most common cause of polluted streams and rivers today is stormwater runoff? 

When it rains contaminants such as sediment, yard waste, fertilizer, pesticides, animal waste, oil, and household chemicals get washed to the nearest curb, ditch, and storm drain then end up in a stream or river. These contaminants do not go to a treatment plant but directly to our streams and rivers. It is up to us to protect the quality of our waterways. 
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Household Chemicals and Stormwater

Many of us store and use household chemicals.  If the label on any household product contains the words toxic, flammable, caustic, corrosive, caution, danger, warning, or poison, care should be taken on how it is stored or handled. 

Many chemicals contained in household products are not completely removed by sewage treatment plants.  It should go without saying, products like paint, paint thinner, gasoline, cleaners, pesticides, and other hazardous household products should never be put down the drain.  Care should also be taken to see that they don’t get washed down the storm drain.  Clean up spills according to directions on the label.  
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce the amount of pollution entering our waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











