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Stormwater Lawn Care Tips: Landscaping 

[image: image3.wmf]Governmental agencies, industries, contractors, and developers are all required to use best management practices (BMPs) to prevent pollution from stormwater runoff. These are practices that have been proven to be the best way to reduce stormwater pollution.
There are BMPs you should consider when landscaping around your home. For one, materials such as brick, gravel, or wood chips are more porous than concrete or asphalt. Using these types of material allow rainwater to soak into the ground rather than flowing off and collecting pollution along its way to the nearest stream. Plants like trees, shrubs, and groundcover also absorb more water than grass lawns. Taking these extra steps can help reduce stormwater pollution. 

Did You Know Soil Erosion is a Threat to Our Waters? 

[image: image4.wmf]Erosion is the washing away of soil by rain. Soil erosion is greatly increased when the land is disturbed by construction.  When sediment or soil particles from these sites reach our lakes and streams the water turns muddy, making it difficult for fish to breathe, feed and reproduce. Many fish find food and lay their eggs on gravel stream beds and when these gravel beds are covered with sediment, fish must go elsewhere to feed or reproduce.  
In our community, construction projects that disturb more than one acre of soil must have an approved plan for controlling erosion and sediment.  If you see any erosion problems, or sediment entering a stream, report it to our public works office or stormwater utility. 
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The Clean Water Act
The Clean Water Act is a Federal Law that was passed in 1972 with the aim of restoring and maintaining the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of our nation’s waters. The waters have improved dramatically since the passage of the act, but polluted bodies of water still exist, largely due to stormwater runoff.

The Clean Water Act has been amended several times since it was originally passed.  The latest amendment has put our city in Phase II of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s stormwater program. This means our municipality is required to implement a stormwater management program to reduce the amount of pollution in stormwater runoff.  Clean water is everyone’s responsibility. 
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce pollution in our waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











