[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.wmf]
Stormwater Auto Care Tips: “Car Dirt”

[image: image3.wmf]Everyone knows that cars cause air pollution.  But did you know cars cause water pollution, as well?  Some of the pollution made by our cars includes oil, grease, transmission fluid, antifreeze, and bits of tires, brakes and rusty metal.  When it rains all this “car dirt” gets washed into our storm drains.
To prevent your car from polluting our waters, make sure you keep your car tuned up.  Fix any leaks it may have promptly.  If you do get a spill from your car, do not hose it off, but sprinkle it with sawdust, cornmeal or cat litter.  Once the spill is soaked up, sweep it up and place it in the trash.  Remember it is up to us to keep our waters clean.


Stormwater Auto Care Tips: Washing Your Car

[image: image4.wmf]Washing your car can be quite a chore.  Taking your car to a commercial car wash will make the job easier and be better for our lakes and streams.  The dirty water from the car wash will not be washed into storm drains, but to a wastewater treatment plant where the pollutants will be removed.
If you do wash your own car at home, wash it on your lawn where the water will soak into the ground gradually and the soil can filter most of the pollutants.  It is also better to use a biodegradable or phosphate-free soap.  Phosphates cause algae growth in our lakes and streams which is harmful to fish. Know the facts about how to protect our waters.

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]What is the Biggest Cause of Water Pollution?

You may be surprised to know that stormwater runoff is one of today’s biggest causes of water pollution. Every time it rains, water that is not absorbed into the ground flows across impervious surfaces such as parking lots and streets, and carries all sorts of contaminants to our streams, rivers, and lakes.
Some of these pollutants include oil, antifreeze, salt, metals, fertilizer, pesticides, animal waste, and yard waste. We can reduce or prevent contaminants by maintaining vehicles, avoiding the use of pesticides and fertilizers before storms, not leaving grass clippings on the street, and picking up after our pets. Let’s do our share. 
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From Your Stormwater Manager: �


Stormwater is an issue that impacts each and every one of us and we can all do something to help. 





In this newsletter and upcoming editions, we will provide you with some simple ideas and suggestions of things you can do and behaviors you can adapt that will help reduce pollutants from entering our waterways.





With all of us working together we can help make our community a safer and healthier place to live. Additionally, we can all become better stewards of the environment and our waterways. 





To obtain additional information, please feel free to contact the city of Hurricane, the primary contact for stormwater management. 





	








Don’t Be Like a Duck Out of Water.





Know the Facts.











